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The British Columbia Federation of Teachers
Cordially invite you to join in the

Inaugural School & Society Forum

Intent: A public space embracing dialogue, interaction, and deliberation
concerning school and society issues across multiple stakeholders—P-16
teachers, policymakers, administrators, scholars, parents, community educators,
& interest groups—drawing upon John Dewey’s thinking and contemporary
reinterpretations extending Dewey’s commitments to democratic schooling.  
Free and open to the public.

When:  Friday, April 13, 8:30am-11am  
Where:  Segal Graduate School of Business, Simon Fraser University, 500 Granville Street 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada  (within close proximity to AERA headquarters hotels)

Teachers’ Unions Build Trust in Teachers
Panel:  Representatives from the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) will offer perspectives on the challenges and opportunities for the union in producing community trust in teachers and exercising teacher agency on behalf of learners and learning. Topics and speakers include:

Professional autonomy:  Joanna Larson is a member of the BCTF Executive Committee from Prince Rupert, BC, and has been a member of the BCTF Professional Issues Advisory Committee.

Advocacy for educators and education:  Kip Wood is a member of the BCTF Executive Committee from Nanaimo, BC.

Parent and community support:  Marjorie Dumont is the Coordinator of the Aboriginal Education Program of the BCTF.

Panel Discussion: Audience participation will follow, facilitated by Dr. Paul Shaker, Professor Emeritus and immediate past Dean, Simon Fraser University, British Columbia 

Breakout Conversations: Breakout sessions facilitated by John Dewey Society Members around related autonomy, advocacy, and community topics such as:

Breakout #1 Facilitators:
Gert Biesta
David Hansen
Douglas J. Simpson
Lynda Stone

Breakout #2 Facilitators:
Jim Garrison
Linda O’Neill
Maura Striano
[bookmark: _GoBack]Stefano Oliverio
Stefano Oliverio

Breakout #3 Facilitators:
Deron Boyles
Barbara Thayer-Bacon
Kyle Greenwalt

Parent and Community Support:  In what ways can parents and the community become partners and advocates for education? What about teachers’ colleges and their roles within communities?  What does preparedness for teaching entail and how can supports be cultivated and sustained?  

Professional Autonomy:  Do we want/need teacher agency?  What does agency look Like?  How can it be fostered?  What are the roles and responsibilities of practical deliberation and professional judgment in classrooms and schools today?

Advocacy for Educators and the Tasks of Educating:  How do you combat the bureaucratization and standardization of educational practice? How might rules and policies guide, enable, and
re-moralize education? What is entailed in making practitioner knowledge central?
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Further Conversation:  Editors of the newly created online forum for continuing and generating School & Society conversations, publications, and resources will be available to share the online site and seek feedback on its possibilities. 

Friday, April 13, 2012
Coffee & Treats-8: 30 am
Panel Discussion-8: 45 am to 9:45 am 
Breakout Conversations: 10:00 am-11:00
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